
Apri l 2 3 , 1 9 8 5 LB 280A, 628

CLERK: (Read record vote as found on pages 1760-61 of the
Legis l a t i v e J o u r n a l . ) 40 ayes, 6 n a ys , 3 exc u sed and not
voting, Mr. President.

SPEAKER NICHOL: The bill passes. I understand we have a
p roblem on LB 28 0 and 2 80A . Technically, 280 can't pass
u nti l t h e A b i l l i s i n sh ape . So we wi l l t ake 28 0 A f i r st .
Mr. Clerk, you have an amendment, I believe, o n i t .

CLERK: Mr . P re si d e n t , Senator Var d Joh n son would move to
return 280A to Select File for a specific amendment.

SPEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r V a r d J o h n son .

SENATOR V . JOHN SON: Mr. Speaker a n d mem bers of t he
Legislature, I hope that you wil l l i st en t o me f ai r l y
a tten t i v e l y o n Fi na l Reading on t h i s b i l l because I d i d n ' t
have my amendment photocopied so that you could have it, so
I will have to explain it really carefully. LB 280, as you
probably remember, is the bill to increase the liquor taxes
and I think that bill is moving through fine. LB 280A is a
companion bill which in effect takes a lot of the liquor tax
i ncreases a n d p u ts some of that money into the state' s
mental health program, some of that money into the state' s
a lcohol i s m p ro g r a m and some of that m oney i nt o t h e
correc t i o n s p r o g r am. Now the truth of the matter is if all
the money that LB 280 would generate was put into those
t hree pr o gr a ms, t h e n those three programs would h ave a
whopping 'ncrease in their budgets and that is particularly
so in relationship to the other state programs that, if you
have read the appropriation bills, you will note are g e t t i n g
ve y, verv small increases in their budgets. Now I have
felt that it would be wrong for us to take all the money in
280 and put it in those three programs. So I ha v e o f f er e d
a n amendment wh ic h wi l l do t he f o l l owi n g . Number one , t h e
amendment will allocate $300,000 in general funds to the
alcoholism program this year and $500,000 in f edera l f u n d s
to the alcoholism program t his y e a r ; $ 300,000 i n ge ne r a l
funds to the mental health program this year and $500,000 in
federal funds to the mental health program this year, and i t
will take out the corrections money en tirely. This
amendment, if adopted, would r e s u l t i n abo u t $1 . 3 m i l l i on o f
the tax increase generated from the increase in the alcohol
t ax s i mp l y go i n g into general funds with the remaining
$600,000 going into the alcoholism program and the mental
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